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Biography of 


Lott and Lola (Sutliff) Herrick 


Donated by 
SuAnn Thomas 
(Mrs. Lott Herrick Thomas) 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2025 


https://archive.org/details/biographyoflottlO0thom 


4009 Lake Point 
Champaign, Illinois 61822 
March 18, 2001 


Dear Arlene, 


Enclosed is a biography of Lott Herrick (1795-1872) and his wife Lola Sultliff 
(1798-1873) from Newville, DeKalb County, as well as two letters from their son 
Orson Quincy Herrick written during his service in the Civil War to his brother 
George Washington Herrick, and letters from Lola Sutliff to her son George 
Washington Herrick written from 1870-1872. 


| am accepting your kind offer to send this information to you to copy and to put it 
in the libraries of the county (e-mail to me dated December 4, 2000). 


Perhaps someone someday can tell me the parents of Ezra Herrick (b. 1770 
Vermont, d. 1872 Huron County, Ohio) and of his wife Cathrine Lott (1763- 
1842). Ezra and Cathrine are the parents of Lott Herrick (1795-1872), the 
subject of the enclosed information. 


| have not checked with Cheryl Milukas about the web page--is this information 
something that she would be interested in? Please advise me. Although | do 
not object to my home address being put in county libraries to help people with 
their ancestor hunting, | would NOT want my home address (which is on the first 
page of the information enclosed) to appear on the web. My e-mail address, 
however, could appear on the website. 


The DeKalb Co., Indiana, website has been very helpful to me. Thank you for 
your part in the success of this site. 


Sincerely yours, 


GLIAL 


SuAnn Thomas 
(Mrs. Lott Herrick Thomas) 
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Written by SuAnn Thomas 

(Mrs. Lott Herrick Thomas) 

4009 Lake Point, Champaign, Illinois 61822 
e-mail: Ithomas@net66.com 


Lott Herrick (1795-1872) and Lola Sutliff (1798-1873) 


RHEKKEEKEKEEKREKEEKEKEKEEREEEEEREKEKEKREREEKRKHEKREKREEEEKKEEKEKEKKEKKEKKEKKEKRER 


Husband: Lott Herrick The same person as # on Chart # 
Occupation: Farmer, Attorney, County Judge, Probate Judge, DeKalb Co., Indiana 
Nationality: English Religion: Methodist Episcopal, 
Congregationalist, Presbyterian 
Born: 14 May 1795! Place: New York (re 1850 census) 
Herkimer Co., N.Y. (re son HJH); 
Married: 15 October 1818 (age 23) Place: Norwalk, Huron County, Ohio 
Died: 24 March 1872 (age 76) | Place: Newville, DeKalb County, Indiana 
Buried: Place: 
Father: Ezra Herrick (1770-1853) Mother: Cathrine Lott (1763-1842) 
Wife:: Lola Sutliff The same person as # on Chart #___ 


"descended from one of the old Yankee families" 
Nationality: English 


Born: 1 October 1798 ! Place: Hartland, Connecticut 

Died: 7 September 1873 (age 74)1 Place: Newville, Indiana 

Buried: Place: 

Father: David Sutliff (1760-1843) Mother: Jemima Williams (1765-1798) 


HAAKHAARAAEKAAAAHAARAKRHKAAAEAAARAEAARAKAAKAAAAAAKRAAARHAKARAARKRARARAARAARAAR ARK AARRKAARARA ALA 


Children: 1 (direct ancestor in boldface print) 


1. Alonzo Herrick 4. Caroline Matilda Herrick 
b. 23 September 1819 b. 10 June 1825 
Bronson, Huron Co., Ohio Bronson, Huron Co., Ohio 
m. unmarried m. Sylvester Coats 
d. 8 November 1847 (age 28) 18/22 November 1843 


d. 13 July 1849 (age 24) 
2. Albert Herrick 


b. 19 June 1821 5. David Lott Herrick 
Bronson, Huron Co., Ohio b. 3 April 1829 
d. 17 January 1836 (age 14) Bronson, Huron Co., Ohio 
d. 23 November 1852 (age 23) 
3. Catherine M. Herrick 6. Dr. Orson Quincy Herrick, physician/surgeon 
b. 8 June 1823 b. 8 July 1831 
Bronson, Huron Co., Ohio Bronson, Huron Co., Ohio 
m. Dr. William S. Goodell m.#1 Charity White, 16 July 1854 
14 January 1840 d. August 1854 (month after marriage) 
Effingham, Illinois m.#2 Elizabeth Ann Kester 
d. 30 September 1908 25 December 1855 


Kansas, Edgar Co., Illinois 
d. 19 August 1873 
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Herrick—Sutliff: page 2 


7. Electa Jane Herrick 9. George Washington Herrick, attorney 
b. 11 August 1833 b. 6 October 1839 
Bronson, Huron Co., Ohio Newville, DeKalb Co., Indiana 
m. Charles M. Ryan, 25 February 1875 m. Dora O. Knight 
(married by Chas. L. Thomas, J.P.) 28 May 1870 
d. 26 February 1902 d. 20 July 1904 


Farmer City, DeWitt Co., Illinois 
8. Henry Jefferson Herrick, attorney 
b. 9 August 1835 
Bronson, Huron Co., Ohio 
m. Sarah A. E. Fusselman, 23 August 1863 
(married by R. Faurot) 
d. still living 1918 
(a lawyer in Houston, Missouri; 
buried in Houston, Missouri; 
funeral in Newville Church) 
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Lott Herrick served as a private in the War of 1812 at the age of 17 and was with the army 
operating on the Canadian frontier. 2 


He came with his family to Norwalk, Huron County, Ohio, and, according to one source, built 
the first log cabin there. In 1817 Lott Herrick and Reuben Pixley began on the lots now owned by 
O. P. Woodward and C. Jones. Lott Herrick bought the East half of Lot #6 in 1817. In the Spring 
Platt Benedict's log house was put up. This was the first attempt at the settlement of Norwalk 


village, Ohio. All hands turned out to help. Lot (sic) Herrick drove the team. 3 


In the summer of 1818 the first school in Bronson, Ohio, was kept by Lola Sutliff in Martin 
Kellogg's log barn. She received 75 cents per week; her wages were paid by the parents of the 
school children in proportion to the number of children sent to the school. The first school house 


was built of logs on the north part of Nathan Sultliff's farm in the fall of 1819. 4 


On October 12, 1818, a state election was held in Norwalk Township in which Lott Herrick 
was an elector and judge of election. 


The marriage of Lott Herrick and Lola Sutliff on 15 October 1818 was the first marriage in the 
township. Lott was aged 23, Lola was 20. The ceremony was performed 16 October 1818 by 
Robert Scott, Southgate, Esq., at the home of the bride's older brother, Nathan Sutliff, with whom 
she lived and with whom she had come to Bronson, Ohio. Lola's mother had died 19 days after 
her birth. Nathan Sutliff, born in Hartland, Conn., moved from Hartford, Conn., to Cayuga 
County, N.Y., and then to Bronson, in March 1817. 


Lott Herrick learned to read and write under his wife's supervision. 


In 1819 Lott Herrick paid a personal property tax of forty cents for four cattle, no horses, and 
no house. In 1820, he paid a personal property tax of thirty cents for three cattle and no horses. 


In December 1834, the family—with their eight children—moved near Newville, Indiana, 
where Lott studied law and was admitted to the bar. He became a prominent attorney there and 
served as the first County Judge. On August 6, 1838, the first election held after the organization 
of the county resulted in the choice of Lott Herrick for School Commissioner. In August 1839— 


Lott Herrick, of Concord Township, was the first Probate Judge of DeKalb County. 5 
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Herrick—Sutliff: page 3 


According to their son Henry, his father at one time was one of the largest land owners in 
that (DeKalb) county. . . In 1836, the Herrick family came to Indiana and settled on the banks of the 
St. Joseph River, about twenty-six miles northeast of Fort Wayne. Lot Herrick acquired extensive 
tracts of land in and around that locality and he and his wife spent the rest of their days as farmers. 
They were members of the Presbyterian Church and he entered public politics as a whig voter but 


subsequently was a democrat. * 


In the 16 years between 1836 and 1852, Lott and Lola lost four of their children. Their son 
Albert died at age 14, son Alonzo died at age 28, married daughter Caroline Herrick Coates died at 
age 24, and son David Lott died at age 23. 


In the 1850 DeKalb County, Indiana, (Concord Township) census, Lott Herrick is age 54, a 
farmer with $2,000 property valuation. He was born in New York. 


After the loss of four children, it must have been difficult for Lott and Lola as their sons 
George, Orson, and Henry left to serve in the Civil War. George was captured at the Battle of 
Richmond, Kentucky, in 1862, and paroled. After law school at the University of Michigan, he 
reenlisted from April to August 1865. Orson, a surgeon, was captured at the Battle of 
Chickamauga in Georgia in 1863 and put into Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia, for several 
months until he was exchanged. Henry, who was a member of the first graduating class in 1862 at 
the University of Michigan law department, became Assistant Adjutant on the staffs of Col. 


Shanklin and Gen. Pratt, respectively. © 


Lott Herrick figured actively in the Whig party. Both Lott and Lola belonged to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. /n his life Lott was a man of considerable prominence, and held 
several offices of honor and trust. He was a devout believer in the principles of Christianity and 


made a profession of faith and was in his later years a member of the Congregationalist Church. 7 


Lott transferred land in Newville Township, DeKalb Co., to George W. Herrick, 7 Feb. 1870 
(deed dated 27 Sept.1869) and to Electa J. Herrick on 8 Feb. 1870 (deed dated 27 Sept. 1869). 


In March 1872, Lott Herrick died at age 76. The following year, in March 1873, Electa gave 
a life estate back to her mother through the following lease: 


This agreement between Electa J. Herrick and Lola Herrick Witnesseth: 

The said Electa J. Herrick in consideration of the sum of one thousand 
dollars to her in hand paid by said Lola Herrick hereby demise, grant and to farm 
let unto the said Lola Herrick from the first day of March AD 1873 said Lola Herrick 
during her natural life the following premises situated ir DeKalb County and state 
of Indiana to wit: The undivided one third of the undivided one half of the East 
half of the north East quarter of section No. Twelve (12) Township_ thirty-three 
(33) North of Range Fourteen (14), East-except a piece before deed by said Lott 
Herrick and Lola Herrick to Christofer L. Hawke—also a piece of land beginning in 
the center of the road leading from Orange to Newville on the East line of the 
West Half of the North East quarter of section Twelve (12) Township 33 North of 
Range 14 East and Running South on said line Ten chains and ninety three (93) 
links: Thence South Thirty and one half (30 1/2) degrees west Two chains and 
Twelve (12) links: Thence North sixty nine and one half degrees west five chains 
and ninety-links to the center of the Road aforesaid: Thence North East on the 
Center line of said Road to the place of beginning. Also the North west fraction of 
section seven Township No. thirty three (33) north of Range Fifteen East. 

And the said Electa J. Herrick is to have the quiet possession of the 
premises herein described at the expiration of this lease. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals This 6" 
day of March AD 1873. Electa J. Herrick 
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Herrick-Sultliff: page 4 


In 1873, 17 months after the death of his father, son Orson Quincy died on August 19 at 
age 42. Orson's mother Lola died a few weeks later, on September 7, at the age of 74. Four of 
the nine children had survived their parents. 


In a letter from Wayne Herrick (1890-1983) of Farmer City dated 24 January 1979, (the 
grandson of Lott and Lola Sutliff), he writes: 

My grandparents had both died before | was born. We used to go with 
mother to visit Aunt Elacta who lived on her parent's rarm. Her husband's name 
was Charley Ryan. They took mother, Wirt and I to Camp Meeting on one visit 
there. We had memorable happenings on different visits there. To go there we 
took the Big Four train to Danville, then the Wabash to Butler, Indiana, then hired 
a liveryman to take us the 8 miles to Aunt Electas. They were a jolly couple. 

! never saw Orson but when Aunt Catherine Goodell died and we went to 
the funeral, we met Uncle Orson's widow at the funeral. 

Uncle Henry looked a great deal like my father. | never will forget the time 
Uncle Henry came to visit, after father's death and | answered the door and got 
such a shock because he looked so much like father; | thot father had come back 
to life. Lyle and | attended Uncle Henry's funeral at the Newville Church. 


1 Aunt Electa Herrick Ryan's Bible, owned by Wayne D. Herrick in 1975, lists marriages, deaths, births of 
this family. 

2A search of the National Archives, Washington, D.C., did not find pension, bounty land or military 
records for Lott Herrick. 

3 Firelands Pioneer, March 1859. (Urbana Free Library, Urbana, Illinois) 

4Baugham A. J., History of Huron County, 1909, p. 197. 

48F ord, Ira; Stevens, Orville; McEwen, WH; and Mcintosh, WH (editors), History of Northeast Indiana, 
Vol Il, pp. 41-42. Chicago and New York: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1920. 

SHistory of DeKalb County, Indiana. Chicago, 1885. (Newberry Library, Chicago) 

6 Portrait and Biographical Album of DeWitt and Piatt Co., Illinois. Chapman Brothers, 1891. (University 
of Illinois Library) 

History of DeWitt County, Illinois. Chicago: Pioneer Publishing Company, 1910. (University of Illinois 
Library) 


NOTES: The ancestry of Lola Sutliff can be found in the book First America Family, Connected with New 
England 1614-1909 (written on the cover). Title page shows the title as A History of the American and 
Puritanical Family of Sutliff or Sutliffe by Samuel Milton Sutliff, Jr., Downers Grove, Illinois: The Kelmscott 
Press, 1909. 

A biography of Henry Jefferson Herrick can be found in History of Northeast Indiana, Vol. 11, pp. 41- 
42. Chicago and New York: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1920. This biography can also be found on the 
internet at usgenweb.com (DeKalb County, Indiana). 

A biography of George Washington Herrick can be found in Portrait and Biographical Album of DeWitt 
and Piatt Co., Illinois. Chicago: Chapman Brothers, 1891. Another biography can be found in History of 
DeWitt Co., Illinois. Philadelphia: W. R. Brink and Co., 1882. The latter biography also can be found on the 
internet at usgenweb.com (DeWitt County, Illinois). More history of the Herrick family is available at the 
Farmer City, Illinois, Genealogical Society. 

George Washington Herrick's son Lott Russell Herrick (1871-1937) of Farmer City, Illinois, who married 
Harriet Swigart (1874-1958), would become chief justice of the Illinois Supreme Court in the 1930s. 
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Letters from Orson Quincy Herrick Written to his Brother 


r Washington Herrick During th ivil War 


Dr. Orson Quincy Herrick (Regiment: 34th Illinois Infantry, Co.: HQ, Rank: Surgeon. 
Residence: Kansas, Illinois. Date of muster 13 January 1862; mustered out: 12 January 1865) 
served in the Civil War as a surgeon on General George H. Thomas' staff, 14th Corps. 


At the Battle of Chickamauga, Georgia, in September 1863, Orson was taken prisoner and 
spent several months in Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia. He had been captured after his 
horse ran for 25 miles and died. When Orson Herrick was exchanged, he and two others drew up 
a memorial regarding the management of Libby Prison, the bad food and the ill-health of the 
prisoners. This memorial was presented to President Lincoln. 


The following two letters were sent by Orson to his brother George in 1864. 
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Headquarters, Fourteenth Army Corps, 
Department of the Cumberland 
Chattanooga, Tenn. Feb., 19th 1864 


Dear Brother George, 


| learned by letter from my wife that you were now at Ann Arbor. Electa 
also | believe wrote me that you were there. 


| have at different times written every Relative that | have on Earth almost 
and but few_have seen fit to reply since | have been inthe Army. If it is because | 
have changed my political views since | have been in the Army that | cannot find a 
correspondent, all right. | expect never to retract one jot. The history of the world 
shows clearly that society is in transitional state and when any institution has 
served the object of its organization it will decay. Slavery assisted to enrich and 
develop the resources of this country; to increase our commerce and aid 
manufacture but the time has arrived when the form of our institutions must 
change or Slavery go down. 


However much this may be reasoned against and explained away | am 
entirely satisfied of the fact. The large class of ignorant whites in the south must 
be educated or self government will be a failure. Any man is wilfully ignorant or a 
knave that denies the degrading effect of Slavery upon the poorer class. The 
Negro feels himself the superior of the poor white man that works by his side, and 
why? Because his master treats him with more respect. No poor man, this for 
south, expects to associate with or be in the company of the rich man. Schools 
are only for the rich and such an idea as manhood having here any existence 
without property | presume was never generated. 


The man has read history to little purpose that doubts the change that will 
be made in our government by this war. 
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The south has staked its all on slavery and so surely as God is just they 
must fail. The Negro will be in worse condition, more dependent than they are in 
slavery when freed, but the change is necessary to fit the whole county for self 
government. Is Dr. Goodell & Catharine at A.A. yet. | wrote him in January but got 
no reply. 

Your Bro, 
O.Q. Herrick 
Med. Insp. 14th A.C. 
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Office Med Insp 14th A.C. 
Chattanooga Tenn March 29, 1864 


Dear Brother 


| received your favor and photograph today. 1 am sorry to hear you say 
you wish you had studied medicine. | would never study medicine again or any 
other profession but if any, not medicine. 


A pleasant life is not found in any profession but more especially in 
medicine. Constant labor, care and mental anxiety are ever attendant and no 
hour tells of rest. 


I intend to quit the service as soon as the spring campaign is ended and 
as soon as possible get me a little farm and no longer be dependant upon the 
public for a living. 


You have a bright prospect before you as the world says. You are young, 
have health and ability and have only to “launch out." If you get a good law 
practice in five years, it is as soon as you can expect. | would not go through again 
what | have the last ten years for all the world calls fame. Contentment is all that 
gives happiness but alas no man believes it at the nght time. 


You can succeed in law or anything else but as you value your life never 
study medicine. Don't think of it. A few years good law practice is worth more 
than a life time in medicine. 


To night this city is full of Generals. Here are Major Generals Sherman, 
Thomas, Granger, Buell, Sheridan, Palmer, Barry, McCook, Crittenden, Howard, 
Hooker and several others. Do you think I would give a quiet little home for all 
their glory. Believe it not. My ideas of ambition have wonderfully changed. The 
mental anxiety and waichiul care that is inextricably interwoven with public trust 
robs it of all its fancied enjoyment as soon as obtained. 


Please write me. 


Your Brother 
OQ Herrick 
Med Insp 14th Army Corps 


To G. W. Herrick 
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Letters from Lola Sutliff Herrick (1798-1873), wife of Lott Herrick, 
to_ her youngest child, George Washington Herrick (1839-1904) 


These letters from Lola Sutliff Herrick to her son George were written from 
March 14, 1870 to March 1872 (and include a letter from her son George written 
7 August 1870). George's sister Electa Jane Herrick often added a postscript to 
her mother's letters. 


Lola, who had been a school teacher, writes in a lovely hand. In these 
letters she describes farm life at that time, reports on the health of the family 
and others in the community, shows her love of nature, displays a sense of 
humor, gives her son advice, chides him for not writing more often, and writes— 
since she lives in Indiana and he lives in Central Illinois-of how she misses him 
and hopes he will visit soon. 
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March 14th 


Dear child never think you are forgotten by Father or mother if they do not write. Your Father 
don't write to anyone. His health is good as usual. We are having our winter in March. Snow 
about a foot deep and cole (coal) stock looks well yet. Plenty of hay and straw yet. Your big stack 
of straw has come in play this spring. The sheep have some of them died, the rest are doing very 
well. Lost four little lambs. The horses are all doing well. You ought to be here to train Flora. She 
jumps fences as well as ever. /t seems to me | must see you the first of April. | am willing you 
should do the very best you can for yourself. Father thinks you will make more money than you 
possibly could of from the farm. He thinks he has engaged a good hand. The molasses man is 
coming the first of April. He will find plenty to do. All George seems to care for is to loiter away the 
time until the first of April. He needs you here to put him through. He don't want to do anything 
but chores. He has to go down to Gees pretty often. The southwest wind is blowing. John's wife 
and baby have just gone by in the cutter. | guess the first time gone out from home. Now | expect 
you have commenced school in town. | hope you will get along first rate. Your name is up for 
school teaching. Moss Allen says you have the name of teaching the best school in that part of 
the land, so writes Mr. Welch. | should think you would be tired out and need rest. Your clothes 
must need repairs and your stockings all wore out. | wish you was here today and eat dinner with 
us once more or do you find friends you like better than Father or Mother. The story is out you are 
not coming home very soon. | hope your health will keep good. Do you ever hear from Orson. He 
don't write to us. Harry has bin very sick. Was better the last we heard. Robert Mathews was 
buried last week. Not much sickness here. Wheat is worth one dollar and ten cents, corn sixty 
cents, oats fifty cents. Father engaged oats of John Hamilton to sow. We have two dogs yet. On 
better terms since Rore rules. Have six turkeys. Keeping one for you. | expect Electa wrote all of 
the news. She has gone to church. Your picture | think is a good one. | would rather see you and 


converse awhile. 


Monday morning 


Snow fell six inches deep last knight. Today the sun is shining. Write often. Let us know how you 
get along. With many good wishes for you | bid you adieu. Your father sends his love and best 
wishes GWH 


Lola Herrick 
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HAAKKAKRAK ARR A A eR OO ee ee SKAHAHAK KAKA eRe Ke KK e eee eee eee tee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee er 
April 3 


Dear child we received a letier from you last Friday. Glad to hear from you and sorry to hear of 
the accident that happened while you were wrestling. | do sincerely hope and pray you will keep 
your promise good and never wrestle again while you live. It is certainly a very bad practice. You 
did not say if it was one of your scholars or not. Your Father's health is improving slowly. It has 
rained most all of the time for a week and nothing but mud, mud. The ground is so soft your father 
cannot walk out but a little. He has just started to walk across the orchard. The river is very high 
over the fields. Feed is getling scarce. We have had enough so far. The cattle and horses are 
doing very weil. Sheep have several of them died. Only two lambs living. The sun is shining 
today for the first time in a week. | hope spring has come now in earnest. You must not get 
discouraged because of your accident in wrestling. Accidents will happen to the best of us. | 
suppose your exhibition is over before this time. | hope you more than realized your expectations 
or anticipations. Write and tell us all about it. You said you had a notion to start out in the law 
business. | hope you will do whatever is best for you. | hope to see you this summer. Andy has 
bin very faithful to come and do chores. He has worked all day. A part of the time he has fixed up 
the fences and chored around some. Your Father says tell you he took a walk this morning acrost 
the orchard. He found the fences all there. John Hart was here last week. He sayd they had cut 
that tree and sawed it up. It made four logs. They was going to get trucks and draw them to the 
mill as soon as the roads would do. They have took some ground over there to sow to flax. They 
cannot tell about the wheat yet. Wheat looks rather dull yet. 


G.W. Herrick Lola Herrick 


One item of importance Mother has omitted. | told her to be sure to ask you if Miss (what's her 
name?) liked molasses. We have been making some very nice maple molasses. If Andy hadn't 
been so much afraid of the brush he might have made some sugar. Helm has moved on the 
Robert's farm. Cottrels have moved the Bates house over by the barn & living there. There are 


only four big girls in the family. 


She that was Susan Hedly was brought to Newville last week a corpse from lowa to be buried. 
The news came straight that George was soon to be married-that is “right off." 


No news to write. Ithas rained steady four days so you may guess we have roads bad as can 
be. Write soon. 
Your sister EJH 
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Dear child good morning. This is a pleasant morning. The sun is shining and the birds are 
singing. The fields look green and beautiful. The wheat is reviving and looks quite promising. 
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Andy was over to that farm across the river. He said that wheat had come up, looked pretty well. 
Mr. Hart had ploughed a part of that field for flax. Some of it was too wet. It rained most all last 
week, Andy has trimed up the orchard and ploughed it and sowed oats on it. Also ploughed that 
field by the side of the road and put flax and oats on it. Has got a peace ready to sow on the 
bottom. Don't you think he has got along pretty well. He will begin to plough for corn tomorrow. 
Your Father's health is about the same it was last summer. Don't cast any blame on yourself for his 
getting hurt. He never blamed anyone. We shall expect to see you again sometime in June and 
your woman with you. If you see fit to send your woman before you come we will welcome her and 
do our best to make her happy. | think we will see you with her. Perhaps | will hear a voice not so 
familiar as yours when | open the door for you again. | don't believe you like your democratic 
lawyer very well. We got your letter last week. You did not say if your health was good or not. 
Please tell us in your next. We have got some new neighbors, Mr. Cotterels and Miss Rogers and 
daughter have moved into the Wycof house. Wycof sold out to young Amos and Amos sold to 
George Bleaks and he rented to Rogers. Sorina in Orangeville yet. His father says he is waiting to 
collect money, an article very scarce here. You spoke about my knitting. | have got one pair of 
socks and am knitting a pair of stockings for somebody. Father says tell you he never thought 
once of your being the cause of his getting hurt. Your Father says he never had any acquaintance 
with Mr. P. Kelly. He presumed he is a smart man on account of his politics. Your father says if you 
will write and let him know when you will be at Antwerp or Ft. Wayne he will come after you. | will 
leave this letter for EJ to finish. Wishing you health and prosperity | remain as ever your mother 


and true friend. 


GE. Herrick Lola Herrick 


Dear Bro. I've had to stay ai home today because | have a sore eye. | could not see father 
making garden, and made it myseif and think | was in the wind & dust a little more than agreed with 
my eyes. We have some very fine weather this month. S. H. Bartlett paid 10 dollars on that note & 
we raised the balance for taxes. Father wouldn't do anything about those papers at the Recorders 
& so | sent over and got them. They charged 4.30 for recording them. Did not get the tax money 
till the last day for paying it over. Uncle Randall & wife are out on a visit. Geo. Cole is here now, | 
hope for the purpose of paying for those hogs. Did you know Hall Akins had superseded Geo at 
Gees’. Mag Milton is married to John Nichols—you wouldn't have guessed that | know. Hosack has 
the buggy completed but it is not here yet but will be this week. His family have all been sick this 
spring. has been very sick but is better now. Uncle Guy & John have the Idaho fever. 
Clarence is dead. | think you have the right kind of a spirit for getting on in law practice & no one 
can succeed without a firm determination. | think law is the hardest to commence in of any the 
professions but pays the best afterwards. Write us about when you're coming o.e. | must quit my 


eyes ache. 
E.J. 
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May 1 


Dear child this morning | am in usual health and | am trying to hold a little conversation with you. 
We received your letter of April 21. Glad to hear you were well and prospering so well inlaw. 1am 
glad you have determined to stick io the practice of law. | do hope you may be successful in 
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business. | think it must be easier way of making a living than farming. | am glad you think of 
securing a partner and companion for life. | hope you may more than realize your fondest 
anticipations. | hope she may prove to be a true friend and counselor to you through life. | would 
be so glad if you could have stayed with us. It seems providence or the fates have decreed it 
otherways. Perhaps it is all for the best. You invited us to your wedding. | thank you for your 
invitation. | would like very much to see my baby married but circumstances will not permit. | hope 
to see you and yours soon after you are married as we don't get married very often. You can afford 
to spend a little time to visit so come and see us. We have not got the buggy but expect to this 
week. Jane has gone to meeting. Mr. Harris preaches today. He has moved back to Milford. Your 
father is on the bed, is weil. | visited Mrs. Rogers last week. Heard Sorina play on the melodeon. 
Mr. Macurea moves tomorrow to Lagrange. Old rore is dead. Bill Hamilton stays in Orange yet. 
James came very near getting drowned last Sunday. He drove into the river. The water was very 
deep. The horse refused to go but they got him out. Bill Hamilton and his father have just gone 
along riding in John's buggy to meeting. Andy is getting along with the work finely, is here every 
morning before sunrise. The weather is pleasant. Everything is as forward now as it was last year 
in the middle of May. Flax and oats are up, the fields are green and beautiful. There is a prospect 
now of plenty of fruit. Your father has just got up and says he thanks you for an invitation to your 
wedding but he cannot come. He says he would be glad to see one or both of you here. He says 
if you let him know when you would be to Antwerp or Fort Wayne he will send the team or come 
himself after you. What have you concluded to do about lumber. Perhaps you can get it cheaper 
there than to ship it from here. When you come we can talk it all over. | expect E.J. will write some 
so | will quit, wishing you health, happiness and every blessing kind heaven can bestow. 


G. W. Herrick Lola Herrick 


Postscript. Your letter of the first May is before me. You said you would tell us the day the 
ceremony would be performed. Why did you not do so? Your Father says tell George everything 
is ready now. The house is swept and a new carpet on the west room. We are ready to welcome 
you and yours. He says he would like to see you and talk over some of them cases in law. His 
health is as good as it was last summer. He walks with a cane and crutch because he can walk 
easier. He does some chores. Andy has planted potatoes and shoogar cane and part of the corn. 
ls ploughing that field by the woods for corn. This morning is c:‘oudy and cold. The trees are all in 
bloom. The fields are green. The birds are singing. All nature rejoices at the approach of spring. 
Do you board at the tavern or with the lawyer. Please tell us. No more at present. 


Lola H. 


| have delayed writing till there is only time for a P.S. Have you written to Amos Young about 
that money, you know it, was due the 1st of May & he has not been over to pay it. Do you tell 
father if you want him to do anything about it. If you get married | think you might come out with 
your woman or if you don't, why come out & | will find you one here. | will write a long letter next 


time. Em Catlin is married to Gust Hemly. 
E.J. 


KKK KAKAKAH AHA KA AAA KARR ARK A RA KR AANA KAA HRA AAA aA Aaa KAKA AHHH Kh KAKA eae 
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May 24 


Dear child your letter of the nineteenth of May is before me. Your letters come through with 
lightning speed. We are glad to hear of your good health and prosperity. | do wish you good 
successes inlaw. | hope you will attain the highest place in the profession and make yourself rich. 
The weather has bin very warm here. Yesterday we had a fine shower. It is quite cool this 
morning. Every thing looks fine. Corn and potatoes are up. The potatoe bug is trying his skill but 
hope he will not do much harm. Andy is working in the corn with the cultivater. Your Father was 
over to that farm over the river yesterday. Says the wheat looked rather slim, one five acre field of 
clover looked pretty fair and flax looked very well. Our garden looks well. Our cherries are minus a 
few scattering ones, strawberries are just out of the blow, our sheep are washed and George 
Sultliff is coming to shear them Friday. It is a general time of health except measels. | can't think of 
any news. | expect to hear some in your next letter. My heart is full of good wishes for you. | could 
(here four words are destroyed in the letter) be strewed with flowers that you might be ever 
prosperous and happy but this life is full of changes and we must take it as it comes and try to 
make the best of it. We had a letter from Cate. She said Orson had written to her lately. | don't see 
why he don't write to his parents. | know he cannot forget us. | am glad you write to us so often. | 
would be so glad to see you but if you cannot come | must try to be resigned. If | had money | 
would pay part the expense for you to come home. | suppose you cannot leave your business in 
the office. Excuse errors. Wishing you health and prosperity | bid you adue. 


G. W. Herrick Lola Herrick 


HHKKKKAKKAKKAKAKAAAAAAKAAAAKAAAA AH AKA AAA AAA HAA KAAHAAKHARKHKAKAKHAKARKAKAKAAAKHAAKAKHAAAA KAKA AHA KA HAH Hae Het hae ee 


Dear child how | wish you were here to visit with us. | think of you every hour. | suppose it is 
very difficult for you both to leave home at this time of year. If you cannot come now be sure to 
come sometime this summer. | don't know how long Henry will stay. He is calculating to spend the 
summer traveling around. He has been in the office so long his health nor Sarahs is not very 
good. Dora and Jane have gone to take a buggy ride. We have had a good visit with Dora. If you 
were here it would be a great pleasure to us to have all of our family at home together once more. | 
don't think they could come on so short notice and we could not get time to visit so well just in 
harvest. Try and appoint a time earlier in the spring. It certainly would be a happy time to see all my 
children at home once more. Write and tell us how you get along doing your own work and 
canning fruit. | hope to see you yet before Dora goes away. 


George W. Herrick Lola Herrick 


RAKKKAHKAAAAKA AKA RKAAKAKAAAAKAAA HHA KA KKK KAKA AKA HRA AKA HKK ARH AK AKA RAARARA KAR eee ee eAte tt ett tetera tet ee ttt ett tee te tte 


July 16 


Dear children | was thinking of you this morning. | hope you are well. The weather has bin very 
warm for a few days. The wheat harvest is overnow. Andy has begun his oats and flax. Mr. Gee 
cut hay there yesterday with his machine. We expect to have it drawed into the barn tomorrow if it 
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don't rain. | wish you could have bin here to pick cherries. We dried and canned all we wanted. 
We had ten bushels. | guess we sold some. Made some cherry wine. | mean to keep some until 
you come. The small fruits are nearly gone. Sarah and E. J. went in pursuit of huckelberries. 
Went to a swamp near Butler. E. J. bought some (one half bushel) and picked three quarts. Sarah 
went to Egerton and bought a half bushel of berries brought in on the cars from South Bend. Do 
you have any huckleberries there? The next | suppose will be blackberries. | suppose you have 
plenty of tame ones. Our harvest apples are getting ripe. O how | wish you could both come in a 
little while today. | should not feel so lonesome. E. J. has gone to Church. Your father is on the 
bed. We don't either of us have very good health. This warm weather Henry begins to talk of 
going home. His health is better. His throat don't trouble him as bad as it did when he came here. 
He intends going on a farm as soon as he can for his business. You may think Sarah's health 
pretty good if you see how she runs around. Henry brought some small fish for father so his 
appetite is pretty good. We had a letter from Catharine last week. Her health was better. | began 
this letter one week ago. Willi try to finish. Lola's eyes are well, she grows fine. Henry has put a 
new roof on our kitchen, built a chimney in the south end of the room, is building a new chimney in 
where the old was in the house. His throat troubles him yet. He talks on going to Michigan this 
week and talks of buying the old Cole place acrost the river. He hasn't sold in Trenton yet. He 
wants to get on a farm, have an office and farm some. | am expecting to see you sometime before 
winter. Don't disappoint me. | would like to see Dora the best kind. | hope you will both come next 
time. You won't find father and mother here many more years. The young may die, the old must. 
If we are prepared we welcome death and enter into a blissful eternity. Jane has just started for 
Church. The weather is pleasant and cool. It is a general time of health. | cannot see the lines on 
the paper so please excuse this writing. From your mother and true friend. 


George and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 


Mr. Bittinger & family were at horse (or in Orange | might have said) on a visit today. Ursula's 
health is poor, she is to take a trip east for her health soon. The flax mill is not completed but they 
will buy straw now. Andy has been almost sick for a week but with the hands he has will get his 
oats & flax cut tomorrow. The yearly meeting commences the first week in Aug. It is to be held in 
Butler. Hendrick will attend. I've only seen Doce once & that at church. She stays with her mother 
the most of the time. Her mother's health very poor. Will send you a paper. Geo you need not 
send that cloth if you have not sent it yet as it will be so late in the season for such goods now 


pretty soon. (Father & mother have not heard any spooks lately). 
Electa 


Ce ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Letter from son George Washington Herrick: 


Clinton, Illinois 
Aug. 7, 1870 


Dear Parents & Sister: This as you will see by the date is Sunday! We stayed at home today. 
Rained a part of the day. Now looks as though might be clear. It is certainly dog days in good 
earnest, & quite number of deaths are now taking place in the city. We were ever so glad to get 
that long letter from Mother last week. Am pleased to think you are minding your ways in some 
respects i.e. in writing so long letters. Dora is trying to write and complaining of big hard work to 
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write to strangers. | am trying to write on a book and it not a very good way of writing. | would tell 
you that people felt their oats a little here but you probably may imagine it. They put on too much 
stile for me. | can't begin to afford it. And it is from this reason that | am going to leave here next 
spring in June if nothing happens. | can't just go second note and cannot go first note, so here | 
am. | wrote Bartlett a letter and he never answered. So sue him or do anything with him you 
choose. But you missed one thing. He is going into bankruptcy at his very earliest opportunity & 
is now preparing for it. | want you to write me what the face of the Young note is and whether he is 
to pay it. | have not heard anything from O.Q. or Drs. for some time. But guess they are all right. 
Did you pasture one of the 5 acre fields or mow both of them. Is Hart going to sow the flax field 
with wheat. It should be sown with wheat | think. How is the corn crop & wheat when it is 
threshed. It would seem to me that the wheat crop is middling good or Buck would not be out 
threshing. Dave Franks dying will give old Jane a good chance to operate now. | wrote last week 
for Father to look at a cream colored colt on the old Finney farm. As soon as he looks at it (if he 
does) | wish you would write me about it, for | must have a team by some means or other, and will 
make one in a short time. | am completely at loss for anything to write. What do you think of the 
Congressional Convention at Springfield, ain't it some? | am going in for free trade or only a very 
low tariff not an extortion tariff. What do you think about it eh? 


Please tell me in your next when the Young note is due. | am tired. | will assist next Tuesday in 
trying to make some Justice of the Peace think the fellow now in jail is the man who burned the 
Livery Stable. | don't think of anything more at present. Write soon to your son & Bro. in a town 
which he does not like to live for sundry reasons. Truly yours, as ever. 


Geo. W. Herrick 


RHE KKK KEKE EH KEK KKK KEKE HEKKRK RNR EAH DR NHK HHH KKK KEKE HME MEK HEE KEKKEKKHKAKEKKaAKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEK 


August 27 


Dear children we received a letter from you this week, the first we have got from you in five long 
weeks. Has sickness prevented you from writing? You speak of friendship growing cold. 
Friendship is only a name to the love a parent has for their children. You are not a parent or you 
would know a parent's love could not grow cold especially a mother's. You know George you 
cannot be forgotten at home while your parents live so never neglect writing. We wrote three or 
four letters before we got one from you. You said it was very sickly there. | hope you and yours 
are well. Your father's health and mine are not very good this hot dry weather. This morning is 
foggy and unpleasant. Henry and Sarah started for home three weeks ago. Went by the way of 
lowa, visited Dr. Hendick's and Neut Thomas and Garrers. Aunt Grace went to visit Neuton. Henry 
said they got home safe. He did not buy a farm here. His health got better. Andy has bin cutting 
up corn. Has not plowed any for wheat. Old Jack is lame again. Doll is doing very well. Are you 
coming after her this fall? | have expected to see you this summer or fall. | hope another year we 
will be able to visit you in your own home. Have you bought that house or have you built a new 
one? Where is Dora? Why don't she write? | remember with pleasure her visit here. | wish you 
lived near so we could visit often. We are always glad to get a letter from you. Dora, do write and let 
us know how you get along. Do you go a fishing? If you do just send your father a few to sharpen 
his appetite a little. 1 guess Sarah visited all she wanted. She went everyday somewhere after you 
were gone until she started for home and then visited in lowa on her way home. O how | would like 
to see and converse with you. Come and see us often as you can. We got a letter from Catharine 
last week. They were well. | visited to George S. yesterday. They are well. They have not sold 
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yet. There is a pretly good prospect for a railroad running near here sometime. They have a flax 

mill most finished in Orange so you see our town is coming up. Andy Cole's wife is sick yet. John 

Hamilton and wife have gone to Trumble county on a visit. The old man manages the affairs at 

home. They have a hired girl and man. | can't think of any news. Please excuse all errors and 

pee me as ever your true friend and Mother. Now don't forget to write often. Your father sends 
is love. 


George and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 


Lite eee eee ee ee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee Pe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee eee ee Te eee eee a ae a 2 2 2 


Sep 17 


Dear children after a week of cloudy smoky gloomy weather it has cleared up and the sun is 
shining once more. Our healihs are good as usual. We received two letters from you last week. 
Glad your unlucky is past and you are still alive and well. | looked for you all the week and do not 
see you yet out coming to get Doll. She is getting to be quite a horse. You could be braking her if 
you had her home. | want to see your face once more. Where is Dora? Why don't she write? | 
would like very much to see her. Do write and come and see. | always think of our visit together 
with pleasure. Andy took a chill and went home three weeks ago. Has bin to farm any since he got 
a part of the corn cutup. Your father hired a man to put in nine acres of wheat in that field three 
cornered up by the woods and Mr. Hart puts some in over the river. The flaxmen in Orange have 
bin sick so their building don't go on very fast. There is flax spread all around over fields rotting. 
Mr. Allen and son go with the threshing machine threshing wheat and clover. Mr. Thomas is 
putting up a new house. Martha has gone today to get a carpenter to help her father. James 
Sigler works the farm with the girls help. Alva Lawrence is to work at the carpenter's trade. Says 
he has made more this summer than he ever did in one summer. Wilson Countryman works with 
him. Jack and Elon carry on the farm. Arville don't even make her own butter. Her health is very 
poor. Mrs. Welch did not call on us before going home. She stayed most all of her time to her 
fathers. Jane sayd she would write to you when she came from meeting. Your Father sends his 
love and says them flaxmen have got over a hundred tons of flax straw. We have made some cider 
of sweet apples. Come and drink some before it gets sour. There has not bin any buyers along 
this fall, yet our horses and cattle are doing very except Jack. He is lame yet. | think you will get 
tired reading my scribbling with my unsteady hand. Wishing you health and prosperity | bid you 
adue for this time. Write often. 


George and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 


Dear Brother & Sister—I think you must be very careless or very busy to write no oftener than 
you do & | plead guilty to both charges, though | have written oftener to you than any one else. 
There is some excitement in town now about a fight. Kate Robinson & Ette Andrews have been 
threatening "Lu" Smith for some time and last Sunday followed her from town and when on the 
Allen bridge caught her & beat her. She couldn't make much resistence against both but Amzi 
Seely happening along ordered them to go home & they went. Lu makes her home at Allens— 
she had been living in the Hotel till about a month ago. She left and has circulated bad stories 
about Mrs. Kate R—Kate & Etie were arrested-fined Kate 10 dollars & costs, Ette 3.00 dollars only 
& they threatened her life. Lu goes a prepared for them now. Geo. Webster is married to Charley 
Wanemakers youngest girl. Eli Steel (our man) is married to Lucy Myers. Have heard from H. J. 
only once since they went home. Mary Young wants our school this winter. Jimmy is very 
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attentive. John & "Sula" came home from their visit East very much improved in health. Dora why 
don't you write? Father has gone to call on Andy. Write soon. 


Electa 


! want to go to the Fair at Indianapolis. It is the 2nd of Oct and we can go from Wayne for half 
fare. Wheat is worth 1.28, flax 1.63, corn 45, oats 33. 


Pte ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee Pee eee ee ee eT ee ee eee ee eee ee ee a ee a 2 2 


Sep 25 1870 


Dear children excuse me for not writing. | have bin waiting for Jane to write to you. We got a 
letter from you yesterday. Glad to hear of your good health and sorry you think of going to 
Missouri. What advantages has Missouri over Illinois. | thought you was going to make Farmer City 
your home. | hate to have you so far away. You certainly will visit us before you go farther west. 
We expect to see you next spring if not before. We would gladly visit you but cannot. We are too 
old and infirm to endure such a journey. Do you and Dora come and see us. Your father went to 
see Bartlet. He said he intended paying you sometime, could not pay anything now. He saw 
Roberts. He sayd there was no use suing his property as all under mortgage. When you come 
perhaps you can get something of him. Do you want Young to pay up that note. He has not bin 
here to take up the note. He expects you to write him when you want it. It has not rained here for 
a month until last knight we had rain enough to lay the dust. Most of the farmers have their ground 
ready and waited for rain before sowing. Our wheat has bin in the ground two weeks. It has not 
come up. It is cloudy. | hope we will get more rain. Mr. Hall has bin here yesterday and made forty 
gallons of molasses. Andy has one third. Andy has got along very well with the work. | cannot tell 
any news about the farm. Everything remains about the same as when you went away. Electa 
went to Ft. Wayne last week and traded some. She bought me a new cap and your father a hat 
and a new set of chairs and other things too numerous to mention. | took care of George's 
children for them to go Wayne with EJ. We had a jolly time of it. Mother Fusselman and Vet 
Thomson had a lawsuit. She sued Vet for fifty dollars. They went to trial. Mrs. Fusselman plead 
her own case, Jem Rose for Thomason. They had several witnesses. Andy's wife was one of the 
witnesses. Finally Mrs. Fusselman got eight dollars. Polly sayd she was so scared she did not 
(know) what they done to swear them in. We are going to a new neighbour. Chancy Faschell has 
gone into the house Willis Andrews occupied and Will has moved into Gees house where the 
tanner lived. Faschell is going to keep a grocery. Bill Hamilton is to his fathers yet. The old 
gentleman has bin sick, is better. Your Father's health is not very good. He is around and does 
chores. The rest of us are well as usual. | am glad you took the time to attend the fair. It gives a 
chance to see men from all parts of the state. Do you see or hear anything from Orson there. He 
sends us a paper often printed there in town. Henry and family were well a few days ago. This 
sabboth day and silence reigns supreme. | wish | could think you and Dora were coming to 
supper. You must come here before you go any further west & you and Dora are writing to us 
today. | want Dora to (write) me (a) long letter & tell me how she likes keeping house. Your father 
says he don’t think it best to send that note of Bartlets. He is in hopes of getting something of him 
for you. He says if you sue him you cannot get anything. Please write often and oblige an anxious 


mother. So good-by for this time. 
GW and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 
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Atte ee ee eee ee ee eee ee ee Pe ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee rrr ae 


Oct 12 


Dear children good morning. This is a pleasant morning. Jane has just started for Church. Mrs. 
Harris preaches today. Your Father is on the bed. His health is very poor. He says he cannot 
spare that poplar tree. You can have the lumber that is here if any of it will answer your purpose. 
You had better come and see about it yourself. If lumber is got into the mill you have to watch or 
Bartlet will have it sawed and sell it to somebody else. If you could see Bartlet yourself perhaps 
you could get some of him for what he owes you. Your father went to see Moody about that 
money and found him in a pet. He could not collect what they owed him and could not pay Young. 
Your father went to see Young. He sayd he let Moody have four hundred dollars and expected 
him to hand it over when you would. He had bought a peace of land and paid out his money. He 
sayd you agreed to let him know a few days before you wanted the money. Moody is beginning to 
think he will have to pay that bail money and it makes him squirm. It will make old Alva spit to have 
to pay his share. He works yet at the carpenter trade. Some think he will have Jack Presly work his 
farm next year. George S. can't sell his farm, is anxious to sell and buy his father's old farm. 
Richman run for Commissioner and got it. The County all went Democratic so says your father 

then worked for Ryan. | mean electioneering. There is more sickness here this fall than we 
have had for years. | went down to see Aunt Johana. She has been sick two months. She don't 
expect to get well. Uncle Sammy is as polite as ever. He was making apple butter. We have been 
making cider. Come before it sours and get a drink. Andy has got the potatoes dug and buried. 
He is going to husking corn this week. Your little colt looks pretty. His mane and tail are white. It 
looks like that one Tom Maxwell used to drive. | think you could take him on the Course. O 
George, what is use traveling all over the world in search of happiness when it is all in a contented 
mind. | was in hopes when you got married you would give up roving. Why is Kansas any better 
place than Farmer City? Please tell me. | don't want you to go any further away. Dora, | have not 
seen that letter from you yet. | like to have you visit us and get acquainted. If you cannot, please 
write and we can converse a little with the pen. Tell me if you like that place the best to live in. If 
you do coax George to stay there. | have just returned from a walk over the hills and along the 
river. It brought to my mind days that are past when my children were at home with me. O George 
never think you are forgotten by your parents. My prayers shall ever be fore your prosperity and 
happiness. No more at present. Your father sends his love. Write often. 


George and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 


George, you needn't trouble yourself about Bill for you know | wouldn't have him even if | could 
get him but there is a weight which wouldn't work in holding you that | think will him. 


In haste, 
is 


HKKKKAKAKHAHAAAAAKKAKAAAAKAKAKAAAAHAAKAHAAKAKAKAAAAAAKAAAAA AAA KAA HAE AAKHAA AAA AAA KAA AAAHAKKAK KAKA AA Ke He He eee 


Nov 7 


Dear children | sit down to write you this morning. We received your letters last week. Glad you 
write so often as this is the only way we have of conversing while living so far from each other. | 
suppose Dora is well again. | am glad she writes to us. | want her to write some in every letter you 
write. You sayd you had some cranberries. | would like to eat some with you but the distance is 
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too great. You will have to come and see me. We shall keep a turkey for you when you come. 
The brethren have a quarterly meeting over the river today. Jane has gone there. Nat Brace 
funeral is today. He died of consumption. Your father says tell George he saw Mr. Young 
yesterday. He said he had not got any letter from you lately. He was going to see Mr. Moody if he 
would make out a part of the money he would try and make out the rest. He had paid William 
Hamilton five hundred dollars last Wednesday and he started for Idaho. | think old Mr. Hamilton will 
miss his company very much. The old gent has been quite sick with chills. Is better now. She that 
was Laura Works is home on a visit. She has a girl baby. They expected Dexter with his wife. He 
married his wife in . To visit them here and going to Omaha to make it his home. Sickness is 
subsiding here. Your father's health is poor. He keeps around and does some chores. The rest 
of us are in usual health. Your father says the bondsman are going to Elkhart to attend Court 
tomorrow those that were bail for Sew Blair. John Cole is out on a visit. He brags up Michigan. 
Andy will get done husking this week if nothing turns up. They expect to have five hundred 
bushels of corn in the ear. The wheat on the ground looks well. We have seven hogs up a fatting, 
we (have) nine turkeys, we keep the bays to work on the farm and the gray for the buggy. The 
colts are doing well. We milk three cows. We was over to George's yesterday. He is doing finely. 
He don't find no chance to sell his farm yet. Mary Lawrence is not married yet. Cullar goes there. 
Some say he has other strings to his bow. Alva works at the carpenter's trade. They expect Jace 
and Elen to move into their shop and farm for them. Jane was up to Egerton and saw Mrs. Garver. 
She has just come from Henry's. She sayd Sarah was better. It was the lung complaint. Her 
mother is there with her. She (said) Henry was quite fleshy and well. They was a new Office. It is 
just the place for him. Katy and Orson were well the last we heard from them. Orson sends us a 
paper printed in Kansas. | cannot think of any news. Please excuse errors. Wishing you health 
and prosperity, | remain as ever your friend and mother. 


George and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 


P.S. John Hamilton has got to be a miller. Was that rooster a Prairie chicken or a native of that 
place. Jane is going to washing this morning as it is Monday. Says she will write soon. 


HAKKKKKKKKKAKAKKAKAKAKAAKAKAKAAKHAA AAA AAA AKHAKAKKAKAAAAKKAKKAAAKAKARARKARKAKK ARK KA AKAKKAK KKH ee tet tet eattete ee 


March 24 


Dear children why don't you write. We have not heard from you for three weeks. We have 
written to you and got no answer. | hope you are well. March has bin a pleasant month, warm. The 
roads are drying up. The farmers have commenced plowing. Andy has bin plowing that field up 
by the woods for oats and flax. Our horses and cattle are doing very well. We have two new milk 
cows and two brag calves. This morning is cloudy and dark. The wheat fields look green and 
grass is growing finely. Some have made garden. | fear frost will come and spoil all our fruit. There 
has bin weather so warm the buds are all started. George Sutliff and family were here yesterday. 
All well. Mrs. Andrews disease has fell into her arms in the shape of a boy weighing eleven 
pounds. All doing well. Mrs. Froat thinks she can go home soon. | have not seen Mrs. Allen since 
she got home. The roads have bin so muddy. We got a letter from Henry. His health was good. 
Sarah had bin sick with inflamitory rheumatism. He thought of buying a span of horses and buggy 
and come home and visit. He thought it might improve Sarah's health. He said he had worked 
hard enough to rest a little. We look for them soon. Your father wants you come this way if you go 
to St. Paul this spring. Your colt looks well. They have all got over the distemper. | would like to 
know how you like keeping house Dora. Have you made any garden yet or made any butter to 
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sell. Buiter is only sixteen cenis a pound here. Do write. We want to hear from you. | wish you 
lived where we could visit often. We are well as usual. Please accept my best wishes for your 
happiness and prosperity. 


George and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 


! will have to write a few lines but cannot understand why it is we do not hear from you. | wrote a 
long letter and sent you & then mother wrote & we have never heard from them. Just now the 
Miner (Green) & Jack are having some more law. Jerry advertised Jack's property for sale & 
yesterday it was to be sold in Auburn at Sheriff's sale. Jerry went over but have not heard who bid 
off the property. | am in a hurry please excuse me this time & if you don't write | won't. 


Electa 


HAKAAKAHAKKKAKAKAHKAAKKKAAAAKKAKAAK AHHH HAHAH AKAAKAKAAARAAA ARK AKAKAKAARA AKA AHHH KAKA HHA AHH eee ete tt eet eet se 


August 24 


Dear children this sabboth morning clear and pleasant. |am alone. Your Father and Jane have 
gone to the yearly meeting down in the Coburn settlement. | am thinking of you in your far off 
home. Perhaps you are writing or gone to meeting. What Church do you attend? Is there much 
sickness in your part of the Country? There is any amount of sickness here, chills and fever. We 
have bin well so far. | am in hopes to cheat the Doctor out of his fee. Mr. Hart was here and 
thrashed for us last week. He set the machine twice and threshed one hundred and sixty bushels 
of wheat and three hundred bushels of oats in one day. Bill Hamilton helpt thresh. John is trying 
to sell and go with Bill to Idaho this fall. Jace Bolts has bin sick all summer. He is down to his 
fathers now. Jim Sigler lives to Thomases yet. The girls can't get along without him. Sorina is 
keeping house yet. Her mother stays in Michigan. Harriet Thomas was married last Sunday to a 
filly. Married at ten oclock in the moming. All went to Church. Four ladies dressed in white walked 
in with them and German of course. Mary Lawrence is not married yet. Culler |! suppose pays his 
addresses. Andy is plowing for wheat, puts in that field by the side of the road and the orchard ten 
acres. Your father says he has all he can do until winter. He has a good crop of shoogar cane 
almost ready to work up. Do you have plenty of fruit in your part of the country? Jane has got into 
the buggy and ___ to meeting down to Coburn town. We had letter from Henry last week. They 
were well. We see in an account of quite a fire in your place. It was stopped by the extra 
exertions of citizens of the City. We read your paper and like it much. | cannot tell you how much | 
want to see you and Dora and converse with you. Your father has just come in with a bushel 
potatoes. He says give his love and say it rains and he is going to bed. His health is not very 
good. Orson sends us a paper once in a while. He is well and busy as ever. Caty and family were 
well a few days since. Mr. Hart is going to put ten acres of wheat in over the river. No more at 
present. | must go and get dinner. From your mother write often both of you. | want Dora to write. 
| thank her for her picture and | want yours. 


GW and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 
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Nov 8 


Dear children this is a cloudy dark morning. Not much rain here yet. It has been a pleasant fall. 
Our neighbors have improved it in visiting. Jerry Andrews and family went to Missouri on a visit. 
Did not go to Henry's. Arvill and Drs. Moody visited in your state. | was in hopes some of us 
could visit you this fall. | would like ever so much to come. Will have to give it up until another year. 
| hope to see before winter if you come after Doll. Our healths are good. We had a letter from 
Catharine. her health is not very good. Andy is husking corn yet. We have gathered our apples 
and made our cider. Apples are sold here for ten cents a bushel, cider for two dollars a barrel. 


(the letter continues, now in Electa's handwriting) We have had no work at Rodarmers on 
your account. Geo. Cole was here last month. Said he expected to see you here, and we heard 
that Del was coming but have not heard that she has come. If you want that bay colt you can have 
him for 75 dollars cash. | expected Geo. Sutliff would take him but | think he has given it up. He is 
going east soon to make a payment on his farm there, but has not sold here yet. 


Please write soon 
Lola Herrick 
EJ 


KHKKKKAKAKKAKAAKAAAAKAAKAKRAAKAKAA AAA HHA AR AH AKARAAKARA HAAR AARAAR HAA AA AAW eee AKER eet ett tt tte t ete eee eee et eee te 


Feb 3 


Dear children | have been looking for a letter from you for some days. Why don't you write. | 
fear you are sick. The weather has been very cold here. Three weeks of good sleying. Men have 
been drawing saw logs every day to Newville. We have logs enough to the mill to make lumber for 
our house. The mill is not running yet, expect it will soon. We expect a man to go to Waterloo 
tomorrow to get our shingle so you see there is some prospect of a house. We are getting along 
very well. Our healths are pretty good. Our boy stays with us yet and helps do chores. Our cattle 
and horses are doing well. Doll has got most as big as her mother. We had a letter from Henry last 
night. They were not very well. They said it was quite sickley in Trenton. Jane has gone to 
church. Your Father sits by the fire eating apples. He says he has felt uneasy about you because 
you have not written us nor come yourself. | expect to see you all when it comes warm weather. 
How you do Dora. Has your health got to be good and does little Lott feel this cold weather. Don't 
you find it quite a task to take care of baby or does he pay for all trouble he makes with his pleasant 
company. | do want to see the little fellow more than | can tell you on paper and you too Dora. | can 
talk more in a short time than | can write in a week. | have not left the store much this winter. The 
merry sleybells are ringing along day and night. Write and tell me if you have taken many rides this 
winter. | shall be glad when it comes warm again. Mrs. Sutliff was here this week. Her boy has got 
to be a mischevous little fellow. They were all well. Your father says if George does not come 
soon he wants you to write. You will perceive by this my hand trembles. Please excuse errors. 


George and Dora Lola Herrick 


Your father went to Auburn last week and paid up all the taxes. Wishing you health and 
prosperity | bid you adue. 
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Bill Taylor and wife arrived in Newville Saturday with their dead child & it was buried Sunday 
across the river. Jo Beeggs & wife were here to attend the funeral. | will tell you that mother is 
knitting a pair of stocking for baby. Father is not well. Has been almost sick since he went to 
Auburn. The weather was so cold he got very much chilled. The snow is now two feet deep. 
They have the measles in Orange now & Newville. Mother hurries me to stop & send this. Do 
excuse. 


Write soon 
EJ 


We oe ee Ae vee oh eo veo a oh oe oe aR ok rt ae a ko oe ot ako a ok oe ot a oat ee ee oo oo ee oo oe oe eo ee 


March 5 


Dear children it is with pleasure | write a few lines to you. We are all in usual health. This is 
pleasant morning. The sun is shining. The birds are singing. All glad the cold winter is over. We 
have forty trees taped and have made seven pounds of shoogar. | wish you could come and eat 
warm shoogar with us. The roads are almost impossible, all mud, mud. Andy has been working 
last week. Our horses have had the distemper, are all getting better. Ginny is well. Your father 
drove her in the buggy last week. Our turkeys come up among the missing one dark stormy night 
last week. Old Mr. Hamilton was here yesterday. His health is improving. If John can sell they are 
all bound to go to Idaho said he. William would meet them to the railroad, take them in wagons two 
hundred miles. He thought if he only could get to meet William they would be safe. 


Mary Lawrence and family were here the next week after you were gone. They found Filanders 
family were well. Silvester has gone to Kansas. He found Doctors scarce there. Was called on a 
few times in sickness. Done so well by the request of the dear people he sent and got some 
books and medicine and tends to their cases. | suppose Mrs. Allen has got home telling of the 
wonders of the west. Dora wrote you were keeping house. Glad to hear you are. | know you will 
have more care, will enjoy yourself keeping house. You will have a good deal to do. It will be nice 
to have so much fruit. Why could you buy the place? It would be so nice to have plenty of fruit and 
not have to wait for it to grow and your house already built. | think your little boy will be company for 
you when George is gone. | suppose you are to Church today. Jane has gone to Newville. Mr. 
Harris preaches today. 


Mr. Rodamer says George agreed to send the measure of your feet for boots and shoes. | 
think George was making some preity big trades about the time he wrote. | hope he will always 
make good bargains. He certainly made one good choice, | think. | often think of our visit. | 
certainly enjoyed myself first rate. Wish you would visit us often. Such a journey for old people 
they could hardly endure, so come often while you are young. There is talk of a railroad running 
near here. Some think it will cross our farm. Perhaps if it comes as near as that | may take a ride. 
We had a letter from Catharine last week. They were well. Cate is taking lessons in music. She 
said Orson had bin sick. Was well now. It is time to get dinner. Be careful of your health. Your 
Father says give his love to you and wants to know if you are going to St. Paul. If you do to come 
this way. Please excuse this scribbled letter and | am as ever your friend and mother. 


George and Dora Herrick Lola Herrick 


HHKAKKKAKAAHKAAKAKAKAKKAAKHHKKAKAHR KAKA A AHH AKAMA AKAAKAKAAAA KAA HARK AAA KAKA HAA AHA AAA AK AAA AAA AAR KAA AH ARA RAH ete 
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Lola's husband Lott Herrick died 24 March 1872. The following letter is undated, but seems 
to have been written soon after the death and perhaps indicates that Henry Herrick and Catharine 
had come for the funeral, but not George and Dora who had a three-month-old son Lott. 


RRR RRR KKK RE KR KR RK RK RRR RR KKK KKK REE EEREREKERKEEAKKAKKEKKEKKEKAKEKKKEKKAKAKERAKKAEKAE KEK 


Dear children today is a bright sunshiny day. The birds are singing. The fields are green. How 
can | be cheerful when my companion, my counselor, my sole comforter in my old age is gone 
nevermore to return. Let us hope our loss is his infinite gain. | think | shall soon meet him if | am 
prepared a few more days and | too shall leave this world of trial. We all ought to live in constant 
readiness for death. We know not what hour our Lord and master may call for us. My health is 
good as usual. We got a letter from you last night containing little Lott's picture. It lies here before 
me. | think it pretty, a great fat boy. His forehead looks like a man. George need not say he is 
homely. He is good looking baby. | hope to see him soon if you come this spring or summer. Kiss 
him for me Dora. | hope he will live and be a comfort to both of you. Catharine is staying with us 
yet, will stay until after the sale if her family keep well which will be three weeks from last Thursday. 
Jane and Caty have gone out riding. Say they will write so no more at present. Write often. We 
had letter from Henry. He found Sarah sick when he got home. She is better. He was well. From 
your mother. 


George and Dora Lola Herrick 


Dear Brother & Sister 


This is a fine morning. The snow is melting away & | hope we may have warmer weather soon. | 
think Lott is a very fine looking boy. Cath is here yet-Lige want to move in the house soon. | don't 


feel like writing today. 


Please write soon 
Electa 
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